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Seventh Anniversary Celebrated 
Sttperintendent Victor F. Ludewig gii1es attendance awards to 1"\fr. A. V. Joyner, Mrs. 
Valance Miller, and Mrs. Madeline S. Carman at the tea celebrating the Hospital's 
seventh anniversary on Washing ton Circle. 
During April of 1955, The George Washington University Hospital completed 
seven years of continuous medical service in its new home on Washington Circle. 
Some of the statistics for this period, compiled in the Superintendent's report, show 
the great extent and outreaching helpfulness of the medical care given. 
Almost 92,000 adult bed patients were received in the hospital, and they remained 
there an average of about 8Yi days each. In the specially equipped maternity depart-
ment more than 21,000 babies were born. About 41,000 surgical procedures were 
performed, almost 120,000 X-ray examinations were made, and in the laboratories 
well over a million and a half tests were carried on. In the dietary department the 
number of meals served to patients and staff averaged nearly 2,000 a day. And in 
helping those patients who could return only partial payment or no payment at all, 
the hospital gave freely over a million and a quarter dollars of care. 
This fine record of service was made possible by the loyal, everyday devotion 
to duty on the part of the hospital and medical sraff workers. Many have been with 
the hospital for the whole seven years, and some starred their service long before this 
time in the old hospital at 13th and H Streets. Three of these-a head nurse; a station 
clerk, and a dietary helper-have made records of perfect attendance at their work 
for seven years, and one of them, the dietary helper, has been present every working 
day for twenty-seven years. 
With the continued fine lovaltv and ability of hospital and medical staff members. 
The George Washington University Hospital can move ever forward in its expanding 
program of medical care and service. 
-DOROTHY BETTS MARVIN. 
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Dr. Stevens Appointed 
Professor of Neurology 
Dr. Harold Stevens 
The George Washington University 
School of Medicine has announced the 
appointment of Dr. Harold Stevens, 
Ph.D., M.D., to the position of Professor 
of Neurology. He replaces Dr. Walter 
Freeman, who resigned earlier in the 
semester. 
Dr. Stevens received his B.S. from Penn 
State and his A.M., Ph.D. and M.D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania, where he 
was appointed University and Harrison 
Scholar. He received his postgraduate 
training at the University of Michigan, 
St. Elizabeth's Hospital, and Columbia 
University. 
Prior to accepting the professorship at 
The George Washington University, he 
was Associate Professor of Neurology at 
Georgetown University. He also serves as 
Chief of Neurology at Childrens' Hos-
pital, Neurologist to Group Health As-
sociation Clinic, Consultant in Neurology 
at Crippled Childrens' Hospital and St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital, Electroencephalogra-
pher with the D. C. Health Dept., and 
Consultant in Neurology at Mt. Alto Vet-
erans' Hospira!. He had previously taught 
Hospital Cited for Success 
In "Accident Prevention" 
The University Hospital received a cer-
tificate of merit this spring for successful 
prevention of injuries on the job. 
The award cited the Hospital for "con-
spicuous achievement in accident preven-
tion represented by the operation of 
666,664 manhours without lost time 
caused by accident." 
The presentation was made by the Lib-
erty Mutual Insurance Co. 
Hospital Remodeling 
To Expand Facilities 
Plans were announced last month to 
remodel wings on the second and third 
floor of The George Washington Univer-
sity Hospital to provide increased facili-
ties for the Department of Medicine and 
the Department of Obstetrics and Gyne-
cololgy. 
The out-patient section in the west 
wing of the second floor will be altered 
to house the heart station, a heart sound 
recording laboratory, a student classroom, 
and offices and waiting rooms for staff-
members of the Department of Medicine. 
The Rehabilitation Center will expand 
into the space now filled by the heart 
station. Opthomology will be relocated in 
2-D. 
In the Obstetrics and Gynecology De-
partment, present offices will be moved to 
3-D. The exchange will allow an increase 
in the admitting facilities for maternity 
patients. The move is expected to pro-
vide also additional labor and recovery 
facilities. 
at George Washington as Instructor in 
Neurology from 1942 to 1946. 
Dr. Stevens is a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neu-
rology, a Fellow of the American College 
of Physicians, and a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Neurology. 
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Medicine, Men, and the Vital Revolution 
By ROBERT C. COOK 
Lectttrer on Genetics 
Director, Population Refrence Bttreatt, Inc. 
T HE WHOLE WORLD is aware of the destructive potential of nuclear 
weapons. Somehow that suicidal potential 
must be transmuted into a realistic atoms-
for-peace plan if modern man is to have 
any hopeful future. If that is accom-
plished, and it mttst be in the years just 
ahead, the atomic age could put at man's 
disposal vast new sources of power ex-
ceeding many times the reserves of the 
fossil fuels-coal and oil-which turn the 
wheels of industry today. Once this de-
structive potential has been successfully 
harnessed for peaceful purposes, our crea-
tive energies must be centered on averting 
the slow working, insidious dangers posed 
by the "vital revolution." 
It has been said that the "population 
bomb'', the chain reaction increase in 
numbers of people, can in the long run 
be as destructive to the human race as the 
hydrogen bomb. Fortunately its fuse is 
longer, for biological chain reactions have 
a different timing. That longer fuse can 
enable mankind to save himself, if he 
acts intelligently without wasting the 
precious minutes as they tick into hours 
and years. 
The man of medicine, whether he likes 
it or not, sits squarely in the middle of 
this modern dilemma. Will he rise to 
the challenge which the vital revolution 
has thrown at his feet, or will he, already 
overburdened as he is with specialization, 
choose to let this great opportunity pass 
by default? If he accepts the challenge 
then he must acquaint himself with the 
basic facts of demography and genetics-
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two relatively new sciences which im-
pinge increasingly on the medical man's 
area of interest. 
During the first half of the twentieth 
century, medicine played a major role in 
changing the life patterns of human be-
ings. In many countries today, and po-
tentially in others all over the world, 
death in childhood and youth has been 
drastically reduced. Where a quarter of 
the children usually died before their first 
birthday a century ago-in bad years 
often a half-today in the United States 
more than nine-tenths of the babies reach 
voting age. 
In most of the industrialized countries 
today, birth has become increasingly a 
matter of choice rather than the too often 
unwanted by-product of primal urges and 
ignorance. This, too, could spread to all 
countries. The dramatic change in pat-
terns of birth and death ushered in the 
"vital revolution" through which man-
kind is now passing. 
What are the dangers of the "vital 
revolution"? The most urgent is the 
phenomenal increase in the rate at which 
human beings are multiplying. This is 
a direct result of the discovery of ever 
more efficient methods of death defer-
ment during the past century. 
People are obsessed with the idea that 
population increases occur only through 
an increase in births, and that birth rates 
throughout the world are rising. Actually, 
in the industrial countries, birth rates 
have been tending downward for a cen-
tury. The current "baby boom" in the 
United States is an exception. 
In the so-called "underdeveloped coun-
tries," birth rates have always been and 
still are near a physiological maximum. 
The dramatic increase in numbers of peo-
ple, and the speed-up in this increase year 
after year, is due to declines in death 
rates. Modern public health methods 
coupled with modern technology have 
cut the death rate by a third to a half in 
a single year in some countries where 
birth rates have been, and remain, high. 
The result is a startling increase in the 
rate of population growth. 
Ceylon is a classic example. There a 
malaria control campaign dropped the 
death rate from over 20 per thousand of 
the population to about 14 in one year, 
1945-46. It has since continued to edge 
downward. The birth rate has stood near 
40 for many years. It has not declined; 
if anything it has actually increased 
slightly since 1950. As a result, popula-
tion growth skyrocketed to over three 
percent a year in this small, already over-
crowded island country which produces 
only about half the food necessary to sus-
tain 300 people per square mile, in con-
trast to 50 people per square mile in the 
United States. 
The present rate of increase in Ceylon's 
population portends ultimate disaster, for 
population will double at the present rate 
of increase in less than 20 years. The 
only alternatives to an eventual Malthu-
sian tragedy are either a reduction in 
birth rates or mass emigration. The lat-
ter solution as a permanent "out" is purely 
imaginary. The speed-up of population 
growth is widespread throughout the 
world and the siphoning off of multi-
millions of people each year to shrinking 
unoccupied areas is neither feasible nor a 
a permanent solution of the problem. 
From India alone, five million persons 
per year would have to be moved out to 
keep the population in balance. That is 
at the rate of 14,000 per day from one 
Asian country alone. 
The other alternative is to develop ef-
fective means of fertility control which 
can be used to balance the increasingly 
effective death deferment techniques de-
veloped by modern science. Without 
such a balance present trends are heading 
many hundreds of millions of people to-
wards mass hunger and ultimate starva-
tion. 
It is obviously not an enlightened ap-
proach to ignore this tremendous problem 
and to hope that some miracle of loaves 
and fishes will make it unnecessary for 
humankind to exercise reason and fore-
sight. Default rather than enlightened ac-
tion merely invites Malthusian checks. 
No humane person wants to see the crisis 
resolved by a rise in death rates in his 
country or anywhere on earth. 
This population problem, generated by 
the increase in medical knowledge and its 
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widespread application, is definitely a 
medical problem, even though its solution 
lies mostly outside the area of medical 
practice. The understanding and the co-
operation of physicians is needed if hu-
mane and effective solutions are to be de-
veloped in time to avoid disaster. Today 
the daily current net increase of births 
over deaths in the world amounts to some 
85 to 100 thousand people. That is the 
equivalent to the population of Alexan-
dria, Virginia. Obviously, a compound 
rate of increase of this magnitude cannot 
go on indefinitely. Even now hunger is 
becoming more widespread in Asia, 
though outright famines are still being 
prevented. But the trend is ominous. 
Physicians, pledged to prevent suffering 
and death, dare not ignore this problem. 
Another aspect of the vital revolution 
which concerns the medical profession is 
the question of maintaining the heredi-
tary fitness of the human race. Evolution 
has taken place in living organisms, in-
cluding man, by the cruel and stringent 
method of death selection. The variation 
upon which selection acts is produced by 
the kaleidoscopic recombination of genes 
in the process of sexual reproduction, and 
by the constant production of new muta-
tions at a slow rate. It may seem para-
doxical that only very rarely are mutations 
advantageous to the organism. So that a 
continuous sifting out of the deleterous 
mutations is perhaps as important a part 
of the selective process as the bringing 
together of advantageous combinations of 
genes by selective reproduction. X-rays 
and nuclear fall-out can greatly speed up 
the mutation process, but this cannot be 
explored here. 
This would mean that there would be a 
slow increase in the frequency of death 
and disability due to genetic causes. The 
distinguished geneticist, Dr. H. J. Muller, 
has recently estimated that about 20 per-
cent of births must be selectively elimi-
nated either by death or by non-reproduc-
tion to avoid an accumulation of morbid 
genes in the population. Since less than 
10 percent of the population fails to reach 
reproductive age and since many deaths 
are non-selective, there would appear to 
be an inevitable accumulation of morbid 
heredity even if Dr. Muller's estimate 
errs on the pessimistic side. Over many 
generations this could pose serious medi-
cal problems and result in the eventual 
biological disintegration of the human 
race. Fortunately, this danger is not im-
minent nor need it involve the crude and 
cruel expedient of "death selection." For 
birth selection, if effectively and humanely 
applied, can be even more effective. It 
appears that among all members of the 
human species, the desire for perfect 
children is so strong that few women can 
face with equanimity the prospect of 
bearing malformed or afflicted children. 
As knowledge of human genetics be-
comes more adequate, and as the facts of 
genetics become more widely known, one 
may hope that voluntary abstinence from 
parenthood will become the rule in those 
instances where there is adequate evi-
dence that serious hereditary defects will 
be transmitted to future generations. 
At the present time, we do not know 
enough about human genetics to formu-
late a comprehensive program for the 
long-term conservation of the genetic 
heritage of our race. Enough is known, 
however, so that in some family lines, 
where serious defects have been trans-
mitted for generations, a voluntary stop-
page of such continuing tragedies has 
taken place. No easy solutions are likely 
to be found. Obviously, this is an area 
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where the difficulties are great, and where 
knowledge will have to be applied with 
the utmost delicacy. Nor can the im-
plications of what is now known and 
what is being discovered in this field be 
safely ignored. 
Fortunately, this problem of maintain-
ing the genetic fitness of the human germ 
plasm is a long term one which does not 
demand drastic action this year or next. 
Even though the build-up of morbid 
genes is mercifully slow, medical men do 
have a responsibility to learn the basic 
facts of genetics so they will be in a 
position to give-or to obtain from spe-
cialists-competent counsel to their pa-
tients in those individual cases where 
existing knowledge permits definite pre-
dictions to be made. Pedigree analysis 
makes it possible to state in some cases 
that a particular individual will transmit 
serious genetic defects to his descendants. 
Again, individuals in the "tainted" line 
may run no risk of transmitting the de-
fect. Where genetics can give a definite 
warning or a reassuring "all clear" the 
patient has a right to this knowledge. 
This does not mean that the already 
overburdened general practitioner must 
become a genetic specialist. The job of 
the physician is to be adequately grounded 
in genetic principles so that he can recog-
nize when a genetic specialist is needed. 
The interpretation of the available data is 
the province of the expert, just as the 
localization of a brain tumor requires the 
skill of a neurologist. Genetic specialists 
are now to be found in some six institutes 
of human genetic research in the United 
States where consultations and analyses of 
pedigrees are now available. 
With the emergence of human ge-
netics, medicine will become not only 
the conservator of the patient's health but 
increasingly the conservator of the health 
of future generations: public health with 
a new dimension added-time. With an 
increasing understanding of genetics, the 
practice of medicine will gain new in-
sight and interest. 
This writer is passionately opposed to 
the proposition that such matters can be 
handled by commissions, committees, or 
legislatures. The need is for widespread 
knowledge and for adequate counseling. 
The responsibility to disseminate and in-
terpret this knowledge shoud be assumed 
in considerable part by the medical pro-
fession. 
Each patient who appears in a physi-
cian's waiting room is, after all, an unique 
collection of human genes. So diverse is 
the human germ plasm that no two peo-
ple are exactly identical. The responses 
which patients make to various foods and 
drugs, to the crises of living, and to the 
daily pressures of keeping up with the 
Joneses and ahead of the collectors of 
bills and taxes, are in part conditioned by 
their genetic makeup. A knowledge of 
genetics not only will open up new vistas 
of understanding of the individual pa-
tient, it will add a new challenge and fas-
cination to the physician's career. 
American Cancer Society 
Awards Medical School 
$9,774 for Research 
A research grant-in-aid of $9,774 has 
been presented to the School of Medicine 
by the American Cancer Society. 
The fund, which will support a research 
program under Dr. Smith, Professor of 
Pharmacology, for "Studies on the Metab-
olism of selected tumor-inhibiting com-
pounds and its significance in the inter-
pretation of their mechanism of action," 
was presented on April 6 by Mr. Arthur 
Madison, local chairman of the Cancer 
Crusade. 
Dr. Still on Committee on Aging 
Dr. Joseph W. Still, Assistant Professor 
in Physiology, has been named to the 
National Committee on the Aging, a di-
vision of the National Social Welfare 
Assembly. 
The committee is attempting to solve 
the economic and social problems result-
ing from the increase of the aged among 
the population. 
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Tri-Delts Donate Typewriter 
The Arlington Alliance of Tri-Delta 
Sorority has donated a portal:ile typewriter 
to the Hospital's Multiple Sclerosis Cen-
ter. It will be used in the office of the 
Occupational Therapy Board. 
Fiftieth Anniversary of School 
Marked by Nursing Alumnae 
The fiftieth anniversary of the found-
ing of The George Washington Univer-
sity School of Nursing was commemo-
rated at a banquet in the Washington 
Hotel on May 21. 
Mrs. Flora Schroebel, president of the 
Nursing Alumni, expressed hope that the 
school, which was discontinued in 1931, 
might some day be reactivated. Guests of 
honor at the affair were Superintendent 
Victor F. Ludewig and Dr. Daniel L. 
Borden, University Surgeon. 
Country Girl in Town 
Miss Grace Kelly, who visited the 
Hospital's M11ltiple Sclerosis Center last 
March on a f11nd raising to11r, helps John 
T11cker, a G.W.U. pharmacy grad11ate, 
demonstrate an exercise-p11lley for the 
Mark Evans television show. 
Research Grants From 
Public Health Service 
Total $118,291 at G.W.U. 
Nine research grants, totaling $118,291, 
have been awarded to The George Wash-
ington University School of Medicine by 
the United States Public Health Service. 
The grants, six of which are renewals, 
will be used to support research projects 
being carried on by members of the med-
ical faculty. 
Renewed grants incl11de: 
Dr. Paul K. Smith-"Studies on Pos-
sible Tumor-Controlling Drugs."-
$10,943. 
Drs. Calvin T. Klopp and Angus M. 
Griffin-"Role of Infection in Bio-
logical Behavior of Cancer." -
$12,573. 
Dr. Louis K. Alpert and Dr. Paul K. 
Smith - "Chemotherapy of Leuke-
mias and Lymphomas."-$54,244. 
Drs. Mary Louise Robbins and Leland 
W. Parr-"Bacteriophages and Col-
cines of Coliform Bacteria."-$6,996. 
Dr. Joseph W. Still - "Physiological 
Control of Renal Circulation." -
$2,732. 
Drs. Chester E. Leese and Habeeb 
Bacchus - "Corticosteroid Metabo-
lism in Experimental Hypertension." 
$7,950. 
New grants incl11de: 
Dr. Joseph H. Roe - "Carbohydrate 
Absorption."-$6,774. 
Dr. Carleton R. Treadwell - "Regula-
tion of Blood and Tissue Cholesterol 
Levels."-$6,557. 
Dr. Marshall Jacobson- "Renal Biopsy 
in Chronic Pyelonephritis."- $9,522. 
Role of Pediatrician Explained 
"The Pediatrician in World Health" 
was discussed by Dr. Myron E. Wegman 
at the annual Nu Sigma Nu lecture on 
March 25. Dr. Wegman is Special Lec-
turer in Pediatrics at the University. 
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International Fashion Festival 
i .. r 
Mrs. John Foster Dulles (center) and wives of the Diplomatic Corps open the Inter-
national Fashion Festival at Lisner Auditorium on May 4. The show, sponsored by the 
Women's Board of The George Washington University Hospital to support research and 
equipment, was staged by Woodward & Lothrop. Countries spotlighted in the event 
included Great Britain, Korea, Brazil, Spain, Italy, Germany, Indonesia, Lebanon, Finland, 
and Mexico. 
Pi Delta Epsilon Lecture 
Heart failure was the topic of the an-
nual Pi Delta Epsilon lecture on May 4. 
Dr. Harry Gold, Clinical Professor of 
Pharmacology at Cornell University, guest 
speaker, discussed "The Management of 
Patients With Congestive Heart Failure." 
Gifts to Hospital Acknowledged 
Mr. Victor F. Ludewig, Superintendent, 
has listed the following gifts to the Uni-
versity Hospital: 
From Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Piggot, 
$25. From friends and fellow staff-mem-
bers of the late Dr. Radford Brown, Clin-
ical Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy, $222. From the Evening Star, for 
the maintenance fund, $100. From Dr. 
and Mrs. David R. Kominz, for the Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology Departmental 
building fund, $25. From the Picker 
X-Ray Corporation, $20. From friends 
of the late Mrs. Homer Cummings, 
$92.50. 
AMA Approves Training 
The American Medical Association's 
Council on Medical Education and Hos-
pitals has granted full approval of the 
University Hospital's training programs 
for interns in medicine, surgery, and path-
ology. Thus far its specialty boards have 
also approved the residency programs in 
cardiovascular procedures, internal medi-
cine, thoracic surgery, and anesthesiology. 
Superintendent Victor F. Ludewig 
stated that full results of the survey, which 
was held last fall, have not yet been 
received. 
Dr. Watts Speaks on 20th 
Anniversary of Psychosurgery 
Dr. James Winston Watts, Professor 
of Neurosurgery, addressed the Twentieth 
Anniversary meeting of the International 
College of Surgeons in Geneva, Switzer-
land, on May 23. 
The paper he presented at the meeting 
was entitled "Psychosurgery on its Twen-
tieth Anniversary. 
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The New "Tranquillizing Drugs" 
By WINFRED OVERHOLSER, M.D. 
Professor of Psychiatry, School of Medicine, 
S11perintendent, St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
WHENEVER A NEW DRUG or other mode of treatment comes 
along which seems to offer relief or cure 
of some stubborn condition, hopes are 
usually raised unduly. When two drugs 
appear almost simultaneously which are 
symptomatically helpful in mental dis-
turbances, it is then, perhaps no wonder 
that they are hailed with enthusiasm. 
The readers of THE COURIER may be in-
terested in a few of the salient facts re-
garding the two new "tranquillizing 
drugs," chlorpromazene ("Thorazine") 
and reserpine ( "Serpasil"). 
Both of these drugs have shown them-
selves to be useful in the treatment of 
mentally disturbed, confused, assaultive, 
and anxious patients-to calm without 
impairing consciousness, to be relatively 
non-toxic and non-addictive, ~nd to be 
fairly sustained in action. That this is a 
remarkable combination of virtues can-
not be denied. 
First as to chlorpromazene, a drug first 
synthesized in France less than five years 
ago, and introduced into this country 
only about 1953. It has been found use-
ful in anesthesia: intensifying and pro-
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longing the action of the anesthetic, re-
ducing the amount of anesthetic required 
and the need for post operative sedatives. 
Furthermore, it allays anxiety, so that if 
it is administered before operation much 
of the patient's apprehensiveness is re-
lieved. 
In the field of institutional psychiatry 
it has already demonstrated its usefulness. 
Hitherto sedatives administered to dis-
turbed patients (a practice generally dep-
recated) tended to put the patient into 
a stuporous or "groggy" state. This drug, 
however, calms the motor activity of an 
overactive or aggressive patient while at 
the same time his unconscious is not 
clounded; indeed, he is likely to become 
less confused, and to recognize the nature 
of his disability! He thus becomes more 
accessible to the psychiatrist's attention, 
and more readily communicative. The 
drug has proved useful in acute toxic 
confusional states, such as alcoholic hallu-
cinosis, and among disturbed mental pa-
tients, such as paranoid schizophrenics 
and those suffering from maniacal condi-
tions, it has been promptly quieting in 
75 % or more. The change in the atmos-
phere of disturbed mental wards is start-
ling. 
Some "side effects" have been noticed, 
but they are relatively rare, and recovery 
is prompt if the administration of the 
drug is stopped-among those are skin 
rashes, fever, jaundice and a transitory 
state resembling "shaking palsy." Some 
patients who have been hospitalized even 
for several years have responded to such 
an extent as to leave the hospital, and 
what is more remarkable, the improve-
ment has continued even without con-
tinuance of the drug! How long this 
improvemeut will continue remains to be 
seen. The results to date, however, are 
most encouraging. 
Now as to the other tranquillizer "Res-
erpine" (available under several trade 
names, such as "serpasil," "serpaloid," 
"rau-sed," etc.) is a recently (1952) iso-
lated alkaloid of the Rauwolfia serpen-
tina, a shrub indigenous to India but 
found in Africa and South America. The 
shrub was first described by a German 
botanist, Rauwolf, in the late 1500's, and 
the root has been used in Hindu medicine 
for centuries. Apparently its sedative 
properties were recognized early, al-
though its use seems to have been rather 
indiscriminate. The alkaloid was first 
used in this country to reduce blood pres-
sure--a function which it performs grad-
ually and with relative safety. It was 
soon found that it likewise allayed anxiety 
and produced a state of emotional calm 
without disturbance of consciousness. 
In the treatment of disturbed mental 
patients it has shown itself to be some-
what slower in action than chloroproma-
zene, but it has had a tranquillizing ac-
tion to a greater or less degree in about 
75 % of the patients treated. Some draw-
siness is sometimes observed, and dryness 
of the mouth and "stuffiness" of the nose 
are not infrequent. The side effects are 
relatively minor, however, and the drug 
appears to be safe within fairly wide 
limits of dosage. 
Thus we have two drugs of consider-
able value in the treatment of disturbed, 
anxious patients. Certain troublesome 
symptoms may be allayed and the patient 
rendered more accessible. In some cases 
at least temporary improvement of 
marked degree has been noted. Such re-
sults, with the demonstrated safety of the 
drugs, furnish ground for optimism. The 
drugs are not panaceas or cure-alls, but 
they may well herald the day when psychi-
atric methods may be substantially re-
enforced by pharmacologic aids. 
[17} 
Dr. A. M Griffin 
New Assistant Dean 
Dr. Angus Maclvor Griffin 
The George Washington University 
has announced the appointment of Dr. 
Angus Maclvor Griffin to the post of As-
sistant Dean of the School of Medicine. 
Dr. Griffin has served as Professor of Bac-
teriology at the school since 1949. 
Dr. Griffin received his Ph.B., his M.A., 
and his Ph.D. from Brown University. 
He has served on the staff of Bassett Hos-
pital in Cooperstown, N. Y., and Rhode 
Island Hospital in Providence, R. I. At 
Brown he was Teaching Fellow, Univer-
sity Fellow, and Instructor in Biology. 
Dr. Griffin joined the Department of 
Bacteriology at The George Washington 
University in 1944. He currently is on 
the Academic Council and on the Com-
mittee on Research at the University. 
In the School of Medicine he is Chair-
man of the Committee on Research, a 
member of the Dean's Council, and a 
member of the Committee on Admis-
sions. He is also a consultant to the 
American Council on Education and to 
the U. S. Veterans Administration Cen-
ter in Martinsburg, West Virginia. 
Dr. Griffin has served as president of 
the Washington branch of the Society of 
American Bacteriologists and Chairman 
of the D. C. section of the Society for 
Experimental Biology and Medicine. He 
is a Fellow of the American Public 
Health Association and a member of the 
Association of American Immunologists 
and the Washington Academy of Medi-
cine. 
His other memberships include the So-
ciety of the Sigma Xi, Beta Theta Pi, Nu 
Sigma Nu, the Smith-Reed-Russell So-
ciety, and the Cosmos Club. 
Kellogg Lecturer 
Dr. Robert M. Zollinger, Dr. Brian 
Blades, and Dean Walter A. Bloedorn 
shown at the second Kellogg Lecture on 
March 14. Dr. Zollinger, Chairman of 
the Department of Sttrgery at Ohio State 
University, spoke on "Physiologic Prob-
lems in Gastric Surgery." 
CHAS. H. TOMPKINS CO. 
Builders of many notable structures including 
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
Washington, D. C. 
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St. Albans Boys Tour Med School in April 
Medical Staff Prominent 
At Proctology Convention 
Seven members of the medical faculty 
presented papers at the seventh annual 
convention of the International Academy 
of Proctology in New York City in 
March. They include Dr. Maurice Mensh, 
Associate in Medicine; Dr. Jacob J. Wein-
stein, Associate in Surgery; Dr. J. J. 
Rheingold, Associate in Medicine; Dr. 
Samuel M. Dodek, Senior Attending Phy-
sician in Obstetrics and Gynecology; Dr. 
Keith Cromer, Assistant Clinical Professor 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology; Dr. Charles 
S. White, Jr., Clinical Instructor; and Dr. 
Joseph Beinstein, Associate in Medicine. 
At the same convention, Dr. Weinstein 
was elected to the office of First Vice-
President of the Academy. 
Dr. Kerlan on Toxicology 
Committee 
Dr. Irvin Kerlan, Clinical Instructor in 
Medicine, has been asked to serve on the 
newly formed Committee on Toxicology 
of the American Medical Association. 
Dr. Kerlan has also been appointed to 
the new Subcommittee on Chemical 
Poisons of the Standing Committee on 
Research and Standards of the American 
Public Health Association. 
Thirty-five boys from St. A/ban's High 
School were recently given a tour of the 
tvfedical School. The project, under the 
direction of Dr. Joseph W. Still, was 
suggested by reports that science courses 
in American schools are not as popular 
as they used to be. 
The young students were greeted by 
Dean Angus M. Griffin. Divided into 
smaller groups, they visited the five de-
partments of the school. In each of the 
laboratories, instructors set up demonstra-
tions and exhibits for the boys to study 
and experiments in which they could 
participate. 
The program enabled the youngsters to 
become well acquainted with the school, 
and University officials, well sr1tisfied with 
the interest the guests showed in their 
tour, hope to make it an annual event. 
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The Future of Aviation Medicine 
By MAJOR GENERAL DAN C. OGLE 
Sttrgeon General, United States Air Force 
YEARS AGO in medical research lab-oratories men were taken to simulated 
altitudes of 100,000 feet. The first trips 
to such altitudes were made by physicians. 
They were protected by oxygen devices 
and pressure suits designed in medical 
engineering laboratories. Ascent to such 
an altitude is quite a feat in itself when 
we realize that Jiving blood will boil at 
an altitude of 63,000 feet and conscious-
ness fails in 15 seconds at Jess than half 
this height. Escape from aircraft at high 
speeds and high altitudes was researched 
in the medical laboratories, and the first 
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pioneers to sit m an airplane seat under 
which there was an explosive charge cal-
culated to catapult them 70 feet into the 
air were young physicians. The ejection 
seat is now standard equipment on jet 
aircraft. 
The first man to test equipment de-
signed as protection against normally kill-
ing g-forces of acceleration, deceleration, 
and crash was a physician. The first avia-
tor to jump from an airplane in the test-
ing of escape equipment at freezing, kill-
ing altitudes was a physician. The first 
individual to experience the effects of 
explosive decompression was a physician 
testing the physiological effects incident 
to sudden pressurized cabin failure. I 
have mentioned but a few, albeit the more 
dramatic, episodes of aeromedical research 
that make the manning of modern com-
bat aircraft possible. 
While I have just mentioned the part 
played by physicians in the development 
of man's mastery of high-performance 
aircraft, I wish to emphasize that progress 
in this field comes only from a well co-
ordinated interdisciplinary team approach. 
In aviation medicine this is apparent; 
however, physicians in private practice 
sometimes Jose sight of their silent part-
ners in engineering, physiology, bio-
physics, biometrics, psychology, chemical 
and electrical engineering, and the host 
of other sciences and skills that combine 
to provide the means for our practice of 
medicine. 
Equally significant research has been 
done to overcome the ill effects of heat, 
fatigue, monotony, cold, g-forces, physi-
cal and mental stress and the more tan-
gible and understandable dangers from 
missiles, radiation and disease. Training 
missions are now being flown in the Air 
Force in excess of 24 hours. Such dura-
tions of flight at hostile altitudes present 
many problems relative to the comfort, 
safety, welfare, and physical and mental 
efficiency of the operators of the aircraft. 
An Air Force pilot has now flown an air-
craft two and one-half times the speed of 
sound, and altitudes have been reached 
in excess of 80,000 feet where the effects 
of ozone poisoning, cosmic rays, and 
solar X-rays are encountered, as well as 
the lack of oxygen and barometric sup-
port. Supersonic fighter aircraft at Mach 
3 develop heat at a rate which would 
melt a ton of ice per minute. At Mach 
4, sustained flight would raise the aircraft 
temperature to 1,000° F. without refrig-
eration. The degree of training, research, 
and operations required today to insure 
the security of this nation is phenomenal 
in the areas of human effort, science, na-
tional resources and money. 
Research problems for the Air Force 
Medical Service are primarily generated 
by specific needs encountered in insuring 
the safety, comfort, and efficiency of com-
bat pilots. This is not a limiting concept, 
ABOVE: lVearing the T-1 pressure wit 
11sed by the Air Force for flights at high 
altitudes. 
OPPOSITE: 1st Lt. Bruce Factmdus, illterne 
at lV alter Reed Army Medical Center, gets 
firsthand information abo11t the F-86D all 
weather fighter from Capt. W. F. Smith, of 
Silver Spring, at Andrews Air Force Base. 
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however. We do engage in both funda-
mental and applied clinical research and 
encourage those of our medical service in 
any worth-while problem in which they 
become interested. We attempt to avoid 
any dogmatic approach in the manage-
ment of military medical affairs, and de-
ductive methods of scientific thinking are 
encouraged. In spite of specific problems 
which we encounter from a purely avia-
tion medical standpoint, we do not insist 
that scientific investigators proceed from 
the principles to the facts. Our research 
is accomplished by a variety of methods. 
For example, we gladly support worth-
while individual clinical research prob-
lems in military hospitals; we support 
joint research projects in hospitals with 
the other military departments, with civil-
ian foundations, with other Federal medi-
cal services, and with the Atomic Energy 
Commission. All of our research projects 
which require support by appropriated 
funds are fully coordinated through re-
view boards both within and without the 
Air Force structure in order to avoid un-
necessary duplication of effort or expendi-
ture. 
Projects having been approved may be 
studied within our own Air Force re-
search structure or may be accomplished 
elsewhere by contract. For example, we 
now support a variety of medical research 
projects at 60 universities and non-profit 
institutions. The majority of medical 
problems related to aviation combat effi-
ciency are accomplished by what we call 
an in-house method where our own phy-
sicians and allied medical scientists work 
within our own laboratories. These lab-
oratories are generally under the super-
vision of the Air Research and Develop-
ment Command, whose assigned mission 
is to supervise research effort and provide 
liaison between operators and scientists 
in order that qualitative superiority of 
the United States Air Force may be as-
sured. The laboratories which have the 
most intimate association with the Office 
of the Surgeon General are those of the 
School of Aviation Medicine at Randolph 
Field, the Aero Medical Laboratory at the 
Wright Air Development Center in Day-
ton, and the Arctic Aero Medical Labora-
tory in Alaska. The School of Aviation 
Medicine performs three primary func-
tions : ( 1) that of teaching post graduate 
medical courses as well as specialized 
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courses for technical personnel; ( 2) to 
act as medical consultants, particularly 
in the field of aviation medicine; and, 
( 3) the supervision of research projects 
of a primarily clinical nature, or more 
exactly, to supervise those projects that 
do not have "hardware" as the end prod-
uct. The Aero Medical Laboratory at 
Dayton is primarily a physiological re-
search unit to provide technical informa-
tion to the Air Force and aeronautical 
engineers relative to cockpit design and 
personal protective equipment needed to 
augment man's physical capabilities in 
the operation of combat aircraft, and to 
enhance his chances of survival in the 
event of air accident at high speed, at 
high altitudes, and in the wide variety of 
hostile physical environments from the 
tropics to the arctic. This laboratory has 
separate branches in biophysics, physi-
ology, psychology, clothing, nutrition, 
survival, and human engineering. At the 
Holloman Air Development Center scien-
tists continue to probe altitudes above 
85,000 feet by the use of balloons and 
rockets in their study of the effects of ac-
celerative forces, sub-gravity, and primary 
cosmic radiation. The Human Factors 
Branch of the Air Force Flight Test Cen-
ter, Edwards Air Force Base, California, 
studies the actual adaptation of pilots and 
crews to new aircraft being readied for 
production. The Human Factors Branch 
at Griffis Air Force Base, Rome, New 
York, conducts research in human per-
formance capabilities and limitations pri-
marily as they pertain to the operation 
of electronic equipment and unusual 
weapon systems. It is necessary for us to 
know the capabilities of the human 
senses, as distinct from intelligence, when 
confronted with the multiple sensory 
competition secondary to complicated 
weapons and aircraft. In auditory, visual, 
and other sensory reception projects, 
great care must be exercised in providing 
controlled stimuli and the measurement 
of responses with such accuracy as to 
eliminate opinion or delayed judgment. 
At the Biophysics Section of the Armed 
Forces Special Weapons Center, the medi-
cal and physical effects of radiation, flash, 
thermal, and blast injuries are all studied 
with a view of their translation to opera-
tional needs and combat organization. It 
muse be realized that the engineering de-
velopment of any new aircraft, any new 
weapon or munition agent, and even the 
introduction of new drugs to the medical 
profession at Large poses specific problems 
to the Air Force Medical Service. In 
modern high performance aircraft the 
margin for human safety is so small and 
ABOVE: Entrance to the Air Force School 
of Aviation Medicine at Randolph Field. 
OPPOSITE: A device to m!'asure the breath-
ing of a student pilot gets checked by the 
men 111ho 111ill use it. 
the investment in weapon systems is so 
large that we must give increasing atten-
tion to aviation medicine, and the farther 
we go and the more knowledge we amass 
relative to this subject, the more we find 
ourselves within the advanced areas of the 
general specialized medical and surgical 
problems encountered by the medical pro-
fession at Large. 
We should keep in mind that medical 
research wherever found is designed to 
increase man's knowledge of the ways and 
means of providing a more pleasant and 
longer survival. This is the mission of 
medical research in the U. S. Air Force. 
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Film Produced in Hospital 
Dr. Brian Blades receives a plaque from 
Mr. Gerald Loder in recognition of his 
contribution to the cineclinic program 
sponsored by the Davis & Geck Company 
in cooperation with the American College 
of Surgeons. 
A film featuring Dr. Brian Blades, Pro-
fessor of Surgery, performing surgery for 
hiatel hernia was shown at the Hospital 
on May 31. Produced by Davis & Geck 
Company, the film discussed the clinical 
features and roentgenographic diagnosis 
of hiatel hernia and described the com-
mon types of hiatel hernia. The principles 
of surgical repair were also outlined. 
Ma1Uhester Receives Fund 
For Research in Blood 
Dr. Benjamin Manchester, Assistant 
Clinical Professor of Medicine, has re-
ceived $4,275 from a group of private 
citizens to enable him to do further study 
on a new method of measuring blood 
prothrombin activity. 
The money was presented on April 26 
by Mr. Leopold V. Freudburg, who said 
the group eventually plans to raise $10,-
000. 
Contributors include Joseph Cherner, 
Benjamin Singer, Samuel Gilder, Dewey 
Stone, James McD. Shea, Ellsworth C. 
Alvord, J. T. Hayward, Murray D. Braun-
stein, Simon Hirshman, and William 
Bornstein. 
Sigma Xi Holds New Elections 
The Society of Sigma Xi, scientific hon-
orary, has elected nineteen faculty mem-
bers and graduates to full membership in 
the organization. 
New officers of the society, elected at 
the same meeting, are: president, Dr. 
Mary L. Robbins, Associate Professor of 
Bacteriology; vice-president, Dean Charles 
W. Bliven of the School of Pharmacy; 
and secretary, Dr. Theodore P. Perras, 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry. 
Cooper Foundation Donates 
Pledges Continuing Support 
Dr. Thomas McP. Brown and Mrs. Louis 
Cooper with some of the younger guests at 
a tea for the Cooper Foundation held in 
the Arthritis Research Laboratory. 
The Irving Cooper Foundation has 
given $1000 to support the new Arthritis 
Research Laboratory, set up last Novem-
ber under the direction of Dr. Thomas 
McP. Brown. 
Mrs. Louis Cooper, president of the 
foundation, presented the check to Dr. 
Brown at a tea held in the laboratory on 
April 13. . 
The Cooper Foundation was established 
in memory of Pvt. Irving Cooper, who 
was killed in the invasion of Saipan dur-
ing World War II. It is a philanthropic 
organization of over one hundred and 
fifty members who support special proj-
ects in local hospitals. 
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I Our Doctors Say • • • 
"Early Diagnosis Contributes 
to Success in Treating 
Cancer of the Sigmoid Colon" 
IT APPEARS OBVIOUS from the clinical 
and pathological data that too long a pe-
riod of time passes between the onset 
of the malignancy of the sigmoid until 
definitive surgery is accomplished. Part 
of this may be explained by the insidious 
course of the disease: early cancer of the 
sigmoid is a comfortable disease. The 
major reasons for the delay are the pa-
tients' lack of understanding as to the 
importance of symptoms in diseases of the 
sigmoid and his procrastination before 
seeking medical care. Why are all pa-
tients afraid of facing the reality of hav-
ing a malignancy? The very thought of 
having a malignancy seems to make one 
stick one's head in the ground like a 
frightened ostrich. 
Surgery of the sigmoid has improved 
technically; mortality and morbidity have 
been decreased. Surgery has found a real 
place for benign lesions of the sigmoid, 
especially for diverticulosis, and will no 
doubt be used more frequently and more 
aggressively for this disease in the future. 
The life of the patient with malignancy 
Memorial Gifts Received 
The Women's Board of the University 
Hospital has received from Mrs. Horace 
Winter, Miss Isabel Mason Johnston, and 
Mrs. Edward R. Padgett gifts for the 
heart fund in memory of Wilbur J. Oak-
ley. 
of the sigmoid has been prolonged and 
made more comfortable by definitive sur-
gery. However, there have been little, if 
any measurable, improvements in cura-
bility. What place super radical surgery 
will have in improving present results 
remains to be seen. 
The results of the above study indicated 
that curability will be significantly im-
proved by ( 1) the teaching of the public 
to recognize the importance of early symp-
tims and to seek immediate medical care, 
and ( 2) the early diagnosis and definitive 
surgery by the medical profession. Early 
diagnosis depends upon adequate investi-
gation by simple and readily available 
means. More routine periodic diagnostic 
studies are necessary in patients, especially 
in patients over 40 years of age, for the 
finding of lesions of the sigmoid. 
From "Critical Clinical Analysis of One 
Hundred Consecutive Operations of the Sig-
moid Colon," by Dr. Jacob J. Weinstein, As-
sociate in Surgery. 
Paper presented at the International Acad-
emy of Proctology Convention, March 25, 1955, 
New York City. 
Putnam Appointed to Board 
Of New Antibiotic Journal 
Dr. Lawrence E. Putnam, Associate in 
Medicine, has been appointed to the edi-
torial board of a new journal entitled, 
"Antibiotic Medicine." 
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Sttperintendent Victor F. L11dewiR, Elease 
Wheeler, and Chief Dietician Katherine 
Andrews Cttt the cake marking seven 
years in the new George Washington 
University Hospital. Elease holds the rec-
ord for length of service, having started 
work for the Hospital in 1920. 
A patron of the Cou1ier 
salutes the employes of 
The George Washington University Hopital 
who have served on the staff since 
the move to Washington Circle 
in 1948 
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I About Our Authors , , , 
Major General Dan C. Ogle 
A guest contributor to this issue of The 
Courier is Maj. General Dan C. Ogle, Sur-
geon General of the U. S. Air Force. The 
General's interest swung to military med-
icine early in his career. After receiving 
his M.D. degree from the University of 
Illinois College of Medicine in 1929, he 
interned at William Beaumont General 
Hospital, in El Paso, Texas. 
He liked his work as a First Lieutenant 
in the Medical Corps Reserve so much 
that he has dedicated his life to a career 
in the service. In further preparation for 
this, he graduated from the School of Avi-
ation Medicine, at Brooks Field, Texas, 
the Army Medical School in Washington, 
D. C., and the Medical Field Service 
School at Carlisle Barracks, Penna., in 
1931 and 1932. 
Had it not been for General Ogle's 
strong determination to study medicine, 
he might have been permanently side-
tracked into politics. This opportunity 
came when a group of citizens of his 
home town, Keithsburg, Ill., elected him 
major of the city. At this time General 
Ogle was a young high school teacher, 
earning money to send himself through 
medical school later. He came into office 
as Mayor in a clean sweep to clear out of 
office some so-called "outsiders" who had 
been running the town. 
In his military career, General Ogle 
has served as: flight surgeon at Chanute 
Field, Ill., and later post surgeon there 
and at Luke Field, Hawaii; War officer 
at the Army and Navy General Hospital, 
Hot Springs, Ark.; and post surgeon of 
the Technical Training Center and com-
mander of the AAF Regional Station Hos-
pital at Coral Gables, Fla. 
He was staff surgeon of the 15th Air 
Force in Italy during the latter part of 
World War II, and had another overseas 
tour of duty in 1953, in Wiesbaden, Ger-
many, as surgeon for the U.S. Air Forces 
in Europe. 
After his graduation from the Air War 
College in 1949 he became Deputy Sur-
geon General of the Air Force. 
General Ogle belongs to the AMA, 
the Association of Military Surgeons, and 
the Aero Medical Association. He has 
won the Bronze Star medal, and is rated 
a Flight Surgeon and Aircraft Observer 
(Medical). 
Major General Ogle comes to an abrupt 
stop on the Air Force's small-scale "abrupt 
deceleration vehicle." 
Mrs. Ogle, who has known her husband 
since they were children in Washington, 
Ill., says their romance started when he 
was in medical school in Chicago. She 
says he is a good "hobby-cook" who spe-
cializes in delicious steaks and chickens. 
Although they live in the Cathedral 
Court Apts., on Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, the General is able to in-
dulge his hobbies of outdoor cooking and 
gardening because they have a ground 
floor apartment with a nice patio. 
The Ogle's daughter, Mrs. Douglas 
Montgomery, lives in Newport, R. I., 
where her husband is a Lt.(j.g.) in the 
Navy. The Ogle's son, James, is taking 
post graduate work in psychology at Duke 
University. 
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Robert C. Cook 
Robert C. Cook, author of the provoca-
tive book, Httman Fertility: The Modern 
Dilemma, and Director of the Population 
Reference Bureau, presents a variety of 
facets to the overpopulated world of 
which he writes. 
To his George Washington University 
students, he is a versatile and interesting 
lecturer on genetics. 
To Dr. Julian Huxley, who wrote the 
introduction to Httman Fertility, he is an 
author who has filled an urgent need by 
facing "the gravest problem of our time: 
overpopulation." 
To Russian officialdom, Mr. Cook is 
a public nuisance. He aroused their ire 
by his criticism of Russian geneticist Ly-
senko's "state-controlled" theories of ge-
netics. Mr. Cook wrote in the ]ottrnal 
of Heredity that Lysenko's theories of 
genetics are unique: "It is the only scien-
tific discipline in existence today whose 
validity depends not on experiment, but 
on certification as to purity and truth . . . 
by government fiat." Pravda retaliated by 
saying that Mr. Cook advocates a "c~nni.~ 
balistic natural control of populauon. 
This type of article, considering the 
source, tickles Mr. Cook's ready sense of 
humor. 
To geneticists throughout the world, 
Mr. Cook was the distinguished editor of 
the ]011rnal of Heredity for thirty-five 
years. In 1952, when he decided to de-
vote more time to the Population Refer-
ence Bureau, he found the next editor 
ings in an ancient Peruvian ruin. When 
father Cook rerurned, he was furious co 
find his son in formal school and took 
him out immediately. 
In spite of his father, he did attend 
Tech High, The George Washington Uni-
versity, and the University of Maryla~d. 
In 1916, he was called upon to assist 
in building the first airplane wind tunnel 
at the Bureau of Standards. From 1919 
to 1921 he was disciplinarian at the 
Tucson Indian Training School and As-
sistant to the Superintendent at the 
Ganado Mission in Arizona. 
Besides being a director of the Ameri-
can Eugenics Society, Mr. Cook belongs 
to many scientific organizations related to 
his field. He is a member of the Cosmos 
Club in Washington. We'll mention that 
he served as Treasurer of the Sixth Inter-
national Congress of Genetics, just to in-
dicate the scope of his activities. He con-
tributes to popular magazines and tech-
nical journals. 
Despite his serious concern with over-
population, Mr. Cook has two children be-
sides his daughter, Barbara. They are Mrs. 
Peter Sprenger of Springfield, Mass., and 
John Cook, an athletic coach and math 
teacher at St. Christopher's School in 
Richmond, Va. 
The Cooks live at 2420 16th Street, 
N .W . in Washington and spend weekends 
on their 187-acre cattle farm, which backs 
up to Sugar Loaf Mountain at Dickerson, 
in his native Maryland. 
within his own family. His versatile Dr. Winfred Overholser 
daughter, Barbara Cook Lake, who at-
tended American University, now edits 
the Journal, which was founded by Dr. 
Alexander Graham Bell and a group of 
associates, including Mr. Cook's father. 
Like Thomas A. Edison, Robert Cook 
had little formal schooling as a child, 
because his father insisted that young 
Robert should develop at his own rate. 
He performed many experiments, made 
violins as a hobby, and read omnivorously. 
Mr. Cook recalls with amusement that 
his mother entered him in the Friends 
School while his father was away on an 
expedition studying new agricultural find-
"He's a brilliant man." That is the way 
associates describe Dr. Winfred Over-
holser, Superintendent of St. Elizabeth's 
Hospital, Professor of Psychiatry at GW 
Medical School, and Chief of Psychiatry 
at the University Hospital. . 
He is also a friendly understanding 
man who believes medical specialization 
should not be carried so far that the 
human being feels like a "mere aggrega-
tion of more or Jess detachable parts." He 
feels each individual must be considered 
"as an integrated organism." 
Except for a chance summer job, Dr. 
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Overholser might have been an econo-
mist. He earned an Economics degree at 
Harvard University, and planned to at-
tend Harvard's School of Business Ad-
ministration the following fall. However, 
a doctor acquaintance persuaded him to 
take a summer job as companion to a 
patient at a mental hospital. He got 
along so well with his patient and liked 
the work so much that he changed his 
career to psychiatry. 
Numerous honors have come to this 
distinguished psychiatrist. He was a dele-
gate from the U.S. to the First Interna-
tional Congress of Psychiatry in Paris in 
1950, where he was elected vice-president. 
In 1947 he was elected President of the 
American Psychiatric Association, and in 
1952 he won their Isaac Ray Award for 
contributing the most to the relationship 
between psychiatry and law. He is a top 
authority on this subject, and his book, 
"The Psychiatrist and the Law," is widely 
studied. 
The French government awarded Dr. 
Overholser the Legion of Honor in 1951, 
and last year Secretary Oveta Culp Hobby 
presented him the Distinguished Service 
Award of the Department of Health, Ed-
ucation, and Welfare. St. Bonaventure 
University is conferring the degree of 
Doctor of Humane Letters upon him this 
June. In 1940 he received the Doctor 
of Science degree from Boston University. 
Dr. Overholser is Editor-in-Chief of 
the Quarterly Review of Psychiatry and 
Neurology. He is also a past president 
of the Washington Academy of Medicine 
and of both the Massachusetts and the 
New England Societies of Psychiatry. 
A New Englander by birch, Dr. Over-
holser lived in Worcester and later in 
Wellesley Hills, Mass. He served in 
World War I, and is Chairman of the 
Medical Advisory Board of the American 
Legion. 
The noted doctor advises well people 
to guard their mental health. He thinks 
hobbies help. His own hobbies are music, 
amateur movies, and travel, all of which 
he enjoys with his charming wife. Mrs. 
Overholser is an active member of the 
Ladies Board of GW Hospital. 
His interest in amateur movies has 
diminished since his three children are 
grown and away from home. The Over-
holser's son, Winfred, Jr., graduates from 
New York Medical College this June, and 
will serve his internship at St. Elizabeth's. 
Their daughters are Mrs. Dorothy 
O'Meara of Stamford, Conn., and Mrs. 
Jane Elliott, who is in St. John's, New-
foundland, with her Air Force officer 
husband. 
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Interns Find New Parking 
Hospital interns and residents, who lost 
their parking lot space when construction 
began on the new Tompkins Hall of En-
gineering, have been provided space on 
the sire of che old gas works through 
the generosity of the Washington Gas 
and Light Co. 
Pharmacy Honorary Chartered 
A chapter of Rho Chi, national honor-
ary for pharmacy students, was installed 
ac the University on March 25, Cere-
monies were conducted by Dr. Milton 
Neuroch of Richmond, Va., national 
president of che society. 
Dean Charles W. Bliven of the School 
of Pharmacy and six cop-ranking students 
were selected for membership. 
New members include Frederick I. 
Cowan, Louis A. Koutras, Phillip Laza-
roff, Samuel Rudolph, Melvin Simon, and 
Norman Stein. 
The history of che School of Pharmacy 
goes back to 1867, when the Apothecaries 
Association of the District of Columbia 
laid the foundation for the National Col-
lege of Pharmacy. The college was opened 
in 1872 and was affiliated by The George 
Washington University in 1906. 
Dr. Meloy Elected to Office 
Dr. William C. Meloy, Associate in 
Surgery, was elected secretary-treasurer 
of the American Association of Plastic 
Surgeons at their meeting at the Shore-
ham Hotel on May 4. 
GINN'S 
• Office Supplies 
• Stationery 
• Office Furniture 
1417 New York Ave. N.W.-RE. 7·5850 
1208 18th St. (Ring Bldg.) 
420 King St., Alexandria, Va. 
Smith-Reed-Russell Initiation 
Dr. Leonard Carmichael, Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution; Virginia Duggins, 
valedictorian of the med school's class of 
1955; and Dean Walter A. Bloedorn 
greeted new initiates at the Smith-Reed-
Russell banquet on April 4, 1955. Thirty-
six students were honored by membership. 
Three faculty members, selected for their 
contributions to medicine, were accepted 
as honorary members. They are Dr. Eliza-
beth H. Hill, Dr. James P. Murphy, and 
Dr. James R. Thistlethwaite. 
Dr. Carmichael, guest speaker, described 
the functions and departments of the Smith-
sonian. 
• 
CONCESSIONAIRES 
STUDENT UNION 
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New Interns and Residents 
Appointed to Hospital Staff 
The George Washington University 
Hospital has appointed twenty-three in-
terns and forty residents co the staff for 
the year beginning July 1, 1955. 
In addition, there will be six or eight 
fellows appointed through the School of 
Medicine. 
The majority of the interns have been 
accepted from the national matching pro-
gram set up by medical inscirucions 
throughout che country. Mose of chem 
were interviewed personally and all come 
highly recommended. 
Hospital officials have expressed sacis-
faccion with the high quality of the in-
coming staff-members. 
Protas Invited to the Dominican 
Dr. Maurice Protas, Associate in Medi-
cine, was invited by the Dominican Re-
public co speak on recent research in the 
use of Lente Insulin. Accepting also an 
invitation from the University of Puerto 
Rico, he discussed management of the 
surgical diabetic and the dececcion and 
diagnosis of diabetes. 
The Little Club Donates 
To the Cancer Clinic 
The Little Club, a charitable organi-
zation of fifty women, has given $100 to 
the University Cancer Clinic to be used 
as needed. The organization, which works 
with the Jewish Welfare Board, raises its 
funds by holding benefits. 
METROPOLITAN POUL TRY CO. 
425 11th St. S.W. DI. 7-2044 
Serving the finest foods to the nation's 
finest hotels and institutions. 
From the Nation's Capital we ship anywhere 
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Alpha Omega Alpha Banquet 
The first annual banquet of Alpha 
Omega Alpha, medical honor society, was 
held on Friday, April 29, at the Kennedy 
Warren Hotel. Guest speaker was Dr. 
James J. Waring, Emeritus Professor of 
Medicine at the University of Colorado. 
His topic was "The Gentle Physician." 
Prior to the dinner, the society spon-
sored a lecture by Dr. Waring at the 
medical school on the subjecc of "Physical 
Examinations: Helps and Hindrances." 
Granddaitghter Accepts Praise 
Secretary of Agriculture and Mrs. Ezra T. 
Benson are the highly satisfied audience to 
whom Mrs. Mark Benson displays her new 
daughter. The Secretary's first grand-
daughter was born on April 4. 
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NAtional 8-27 40 
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Temperature Dropping Cytologist Answers Questions 
In Maternity Clinic 
Dr. John Parks has coolly announced 
the installation of air-conditioning in the 
out-patient clinic of the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
Installation of the unit, eagerly awaited 
by expectant mothers and staff-members, 
was completed the end of May. 
Dental Attxiliary Aids Clinic 
The dental examining room at the 
Cancer Clinic received $400 from the 
Women's Auxiliary of the District of Co-
lumbia Dental Society last month. Mrs. 
Grant Kirkham, president of the group, 
and three other officers presented the 
check to Dr. Calvin T. Klopp, Director of 
the Clinic. On the left, witnessing the 
exchange, is Dr. Karl H. Wood, Associate 
in Dental Surgery and president of the 
Dental Society. 
Say It With 
FLOWERS 
from 
q(UJ. e. s~, JHC. 
900 14th St. N.W. 
NA. 8-0106 
FLORISTS TO WASHINGTON SINCE 1900 
Dr. Lois I. Platt, Clinical Instructor in Sur-
gery, confers with Mrs. K. Norman Dia-
mond about an open house on May 24 for 
over 1,000 presidents of local clubs and 
organizations. Held in the interest of can-
cer education, the tea was sponsored by 
the American Cancer Society. Dr. Platt 
attended the affair to answer medical ques-
tions about cancer. 
$4,000 Given Hospital 
To Employ Therapists 
Dr. Charles S. Wise, Director of the 
Department of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, has announced a grant of 
$4,000 from the D. C. Arthritis and Rheu-
matism Foundation. 
The amount will be used to employ 
therapists to treat arthritic patients at the 
Hospital. 
Coakley Heads Anesthesiologists, 
Chosen to Serve as Examiner 
Dr. Charles S. Coakley, Professor of 
Anesthesiology, was elected President of 
the D. C. Society of Anesthesiology and 
Chairman of the Section of Anesthesi-
ology of the D. C. Medical Society at 
their meeting on May 9. 
Dr. Coakley also served as examiner 
for the American Board of Anesthesi-
ology in Colorado Springs in April and 
will serve as examiner for the American 
College of Anesthesiologists in Philadel-
phia on June 10. 
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All Profits of This Shop Go for the Help of the Needy 
The George Washington Univer-
sity Hospital Gift Shop is a non-
profit, charitable organization. 
All funds and services are do-
nated to provide incubators and 
modern equipment for research 
and for people in need. 
For Gifts and for Yourself . . . Visit our 
Gift Shop for the latest in 
• JEWERLY • HANDBAGS • COSMETICS • PERFUME 
• BUFFET ITEMS • TOYS • HOSIERY 
• STATIONERY • NOVELTIES 
Orders taken for flowers, beauty services, fruit baskets, television rentals and 
ambulance service. Call STerling 3-7800 . 
• 
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Lobby of G. W.U. Hospital 
